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anticipate that this combined 

phase of the overall project 

will take two years to com-

plete, putting us on schedule 

for the final haulout phase 

by the fall of 2027.  

Speaking of Keep Kate 

Cruising, we are less than 

$5,000 shy of a total $1.6 

million raised toward our $2 

million goal! We are eager 

to add another section to our 

fundraising sign very soon. 

This summerõs Whistleblowers 

Club and 110 Gifts of $110 

mini-campaigns were very 

successfulñlook for similar 

efforts throughout the winter 

and next season. 

One of MMMõs greatest as-

sets is our cadre of volun-

teers, who devote hours to 

assisting us at our ticket of-

fice, on our board and with 

our fundraising committee, 

not to mention our beautiful 

gardens. Without them we 

would be sunk and we are 

grateful to every person who 

has given their time to make 

the museum successful. 

Liz McKeil, Executive Director    

The crew is putting the Kate 

to bed after another eventful 

and productive season. We 

were blessed with fantastic 

weather and 8,861 passen-

gers took advantage of the 

opportunity to cruise with us. 

We hosted seven weddings 

and, with the help of Robin 

Gardella, organized our first 

Pirate Cruise. We also in-

creased the frequency of our 

family-friendly Moose Island 

cruise, which proved very 

popular. 

MMM has a practice of cross 

training staff, especially 

aboard the Katahdin. Each 

of our captains is also quali-

fied as deck hand and engi-

neer. This gives us flexibility 

in scheduling and reduces 

burnout. In spite of this, we 

had more of a challenge 

than usual keeping fully 

staffed. We were fortunate 

to have some late-season 

additions to the crew, includ-

ing Tanya who came to us 

from Jamaica, and VA who is 

retired from the Coast 

Guard, among other qualifi-

cations.  

The Board of Directors has 

embarked on a strategic 

planning effort, which will 

last through the beginning of 

next year. We have en-

gaged Shoebox Collabora-

tions to facilitate the process, 

which will involve various 

stakeholders in addition to 

our board and staff. When 

the effort is completed, we 

will have a plan that identi-

fies the most critical issues of 

focus for the next three to 

five years.  

MMM now has a grant 

agreement with the US De-

partment of the Interior for 

the $500,000 in Congres-

sionally Directed Spending 

awarded us through the ef-

forts of Senators Susan Col-

lins and Angus King. We 

have just issued a request for 

proposals for restoration of 

the òGreen Railó (caprail). 

We engaged a marine sur-

veyor to advise us in devel-

oping the scope of work. The 

surveyor pointed out that by 

adding the starboard deck 

replacement, which was orig-

inally to have been complet-

ed in a separate phase, we 

can save almost $200,000 

off the total cost of our Keep 

Kate Cruising project. We 
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Our mission: To preserve and operate the Katahdin as a òliving museumó for the benefit of our community, region, and future     

generations. 
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The Keep Kate Cruising Cam-

paign kicked off its Commu-

nity Phase on May 26 with 

an open house. Donors and 

community members were 

invited to learn more about 

the campaign, take tours of 

the boat and hear an origi-

nal song, òKateó by Travis 

Wallace. The event culminat-

ed with the unveiling of our 

Katahdin fundraising sign, 

designed by Betsy Rockwell, 

built by Bob Frederick and 

Waldo Klein and painted by 

Debi Baker. 

This summer we implemented 

several òmini-campaigns,ó 

each designed to raise sev-

eral thousand dollars to-

ward our goal. Seven do-

nors joined the Whistleblow-

ers Club, giving $1,000 and 

earning a chance to blow 

the whistle aboard the Kate 

along with a Whistleblowers 

Club T-shirt. 

In anticipation of Kateõs 

110th birthday, we chal-

lenged the community to 

raise 110 gifts of $110. To 

date we have raised over 

$4,500 from this push. 

A small group of intrepid 

volunteers traveled to Gen-

eral Dynamics/Bath Iron 

Works in the early morning 

hours of August 16 to take a 

gate collection from employ-

ees as they arrived at work 

for the 7am shift. It was fun 

meeting people and hearing 

their stories of connection 

with the Katahdin, either per-

sonally or through family 

connections. 

On August 24, we celebrated 

Kateõs 110th birthday with a 

special Kineo cruise that fea-

tured volunteers dressed in 

character, music from Green-

ville alums Christine Poulson, 

Bob Giroux and Marty Pelle-

tier, an encore presentation 

of Travis Wallaceõs song and 

a stunning Katahdin cake 

made by Diane Bartley. Pas-

sengers were surprised and 

thrilled by the performances.  

While the Kate was on her 

birthday cruise, a carnival 

themed fundraiser took place 

shoreside. A small committee 

led by Stephanie Boone and 

Jill Sisco conducted kidsõ 

games and activities including 

a fishing booth, a balloon 

pop game, face painting and 

a cake walk. We owe a big 

thank you to the volunteers 

who participated in this day 

and to the many local busi-

nesses who sponsored activi-

ties.  

If you wish to donate to the 

Keep Kate Cruising Campaign, 

go to katahdincruises.com/

preserve-the-kate; request 

additional information from 

the Museum by calling 207-

695-2716; email Liz McKeil, 

Executive Director at 

lmckeil@mmmk8.org; speak 

to a member of the cam-

paign committee; or scan the 

QR code here.  

 

Keep Kate Cruising Campaign Continues Community Phase! 
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Kate Celebrates Her 110th Birthday! 

   from 1914 to 2024... 

ON AUGUST 24, 2024, WE CELEBRATED THE KATAHDINõS 110TH BIRTHDAY!  FESTIVITIES INCLUDED A SPECIAL KINEO 

CRUISE WITH FRIENDS OF THE KATE DRESSED IN EARLY 1900S PERIOD COSUTME AND A 110TH BIRTHDAY         

FUNDRAISER, COMPLETE WITH CARNIVAL GAMES, FACE PAINITING, AND PRIZES!  THANK YOU TO OUR KEEP KATE 

CRUISING COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE IT ALL POSSIBLE.  PHOTOS BY CASURAINA ARUTE/222 M EDIA. 

PHASE TWO OF RESTORATION WAS COMPLETED IN SPRING 2024, JUST IN TIME FOR OUR 2024 CRUISING SEASON!  

KATE NOW SPORTS BRAND NEW PORT SIDE DECKS AND AFT DECKS, WHICH WERE COMPLETED IN SPRING 2023.                  

PHOTOS BY  CASUARINA ARUTE/222 M EDIA. 

 

THE WHISTLEBLOWERSõ 

CLUB 

MEMBERS OF THE 

WHISTEBLOWERSõ 

CLUB DONATE $1000 

TO THE KEEP KATE 

CRUISING CAMPAIGN 

AND GET TO BLOW 

KATEõS WHISTLE AND 

RECEIVE A 

WHISTLEBLOWERSõ 

CLUB T-SHIRT! 
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                               Moosehead Marine Museum 

The Many Islands of  Moosehead Lake                     by Ben Beverly 

Iõve had a real interest in 

islands for over half of my 

life.  It started back when I 

was in college, while work-

ing on one of the historic 

windjammers that operated 

on the coast of Maine.  I 

encountered beautiful, rug-

ged places out on the 

ocean, isolated from the 

rest of Maine, yet somehow 

still very much a part of it.  

Then, not much more than a 

year after moving to the 

Moosehead Region, I land-

ed a summer job at the 

Moosehead Marine Muse-

um.  It was the summer of 

2018.  Already a history 

buff, it was exciting to 

learn local history and ge-

ography so that I could 

share it with visitors through 

museum tours. 

Ardean Thornton, one of 

MMMõs long-standing em-

ployees, informed me dur-

ing training that Moose-

head Lake had 365 is-

lands.  I thought it interest-

ing that it should just so 

happen that the number of 

islands coincided with the 

number of days in a year.  

òWhat were the odds?ó I 

wondered.  òWhere did 

that information come 

from?ó I queried.  Ardean 

told me it was the number 

that had been passed 

down orally to her.  Part of 

my love of history is the 

process of hunting down the 

factsñof determining the 

certainty of something.  

Why not pull out a map 

and settle the question once 

and for all?  Wasnõt it real-

ly quite simple?  Unfortu-

nately, it was not, I soon 

discovered.  In 2022, I fi-

nally got around to doing 

an official count.  I decided 

to trust the accuracy of 

Google Maps.  After losing 

my spot and having to start 

counting again several 

times, I found 263 islands in 

our lake. 

That same summer, I en-

countered some fascinating 

material written in the 

1950s about the islands of 

Moosehead Lake.  Strange-

ly enough, once again, 365 

was the official count.  

Again, no source was cited 

to verify this.  It was also 

hypothesized that there 

may have been as many as 

500 islands in the lake be-

fore the dams on the west 

side were constructed.  

Obviously, the dams 

helped raise the lake level, 

thus putting a good number 

under the water.   

As I began to work away 

during the summer of 2022 

to research and expand 

the narration for the up-

coming Head of the Lake 

cruise, I was intrigued by a 

lone island that sits in the 

middle of the North Bay.  

Just oneñappropriately 

named òCenter Island.ó  

Having never traversed the 

North Bay before, I was 

eager to encounter this 

wild, hard-to-reach place.  

When I finally laid eyes on 

it from my perch in the 

Katahdinõs wheelhouse, I 

was a bit disappointed.  It 

was just an outcropping of 

barren rocks no more than 

40 yards long and proba-

bly half that distance wide. 

But fortunately for us lovers 

of history and geography, 

not all of Mooseheadõs 

islands were so simply 

named.  I have discovered 

that there are quite a few 

truly unique island names.  

Here are some of the most 

intriguingé  

      Aerial view postcard of Moosehead Lake & the West Cove in the early 1900s.                  Aerial View postcard of Moosehead Lake & the East Cove in 1992. 
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There is òDr. Wiggers 

Weather Island.ó (Could he 

have been a contemporary 

of the famous Doc Pritham?  

Probably not, as to my 

knowledge, even Doc 

Pritham didnõt get an island 

named after him.  But one 

has to wonder who the fel-

low was.)   

There is òWhiskey Island,ó 

and it seems its name is 

associated with the contra-

band rumored to have 

been smuggled down from 

Canada during the Prohibi-

tion era of the 1920s.  It 

seems the island was a 

point of transfer in one 

way.   

The two òHogback Is-

landsó were once a single 

island.  As one of our local 

legends told me, the center 

of the island was dug out 

to provide earthen fill for 

the construction of one of 

dams on the west side of 

the lake.  So much earth 

was excavated, in fact, 

that water filled in the site, 

effectively dividing the 

island in two.   

òStop the Music Islandó 

was given as a prize by a 

radio station.  Callers had 

to identify a song after 

hearing only a piece of it 

played on the radio.  The 

winner earned the island.  

Iõm sure weõve all heard 

competitions like that on 

modern radio stationsñI 

know I have.  Iõve even 

recognized the song on 

more than occasion.  Too 

bad theyõre not still giving 

out free islands nowa-

daysñI might have won 

one.   

òO.W.A.A. Islandó was 

given out as another 

prizeñthis one by the Out-

door Writers of America 

Association.  Again, Iõm 

bummed that I missed outñ

Iõm quite sure I could have 

written a killer essay 

with a free island on 

the line.   

òDollar Islandó also 

earned its name over 

its role as a prizeñ

supposedly it 

swapped hands in a 

poker game and thus 

earned the name.  It 

sits just below Sugar 

Island and appears to 

be about 50 yards 

wide and 50 yards 

long.  Hopefully the 

winner of the island 

was happy with the 

payment. 

Another island with a 

unique name is 

òTreasure Island.ó  

One has to wonder 

the rationale for 

choosing such a name, 

as Iõve yet to encoun-

ter any legend of 

buried treasure there. 

 

Perhaps the strangest 

island name, in my 

opinion, is òBowlder 

and Abbott Laddõs 

No. 48 Island.ó  

Where the name 

came from, or what 

happened to the first 

47 islands, is any-

bodyõs guess.  If any-

one happens to know, 

I certainly would love 

to hear it. 

When all is said and 

done, Moosehead 

Lakeõs history is rich 

and full of fascinating 

tales.  The islands of 

the lake are just one 

topic adding to the 

flavor of what we 

already know to be 

true.  Weõve got some 

great stories here, 

and it just so happens 

that most of them 

happen to be true! 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE MOOSEHEAD MARINE MUSEUM!  THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HELP, INCLUDING OUTRIGHT GIFTS 

OF CASH OR DONATIONS THAT CAN BE CONVERTED TO CASH AND PLANNED GIFTS SUCH AS A BEQUEST THAT WILL SUPPORT THE LONG

-TERM SUSTAINABILITY OF THE MUSEUM. 

IF YOU ARE 70 ½ OR OLDER, YOU CAN MAKE A GIFT ð A QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD) - TO THE MOOSEHEAD     

MARINE MUSEUM BY DIRECTING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS (UP TO $100,000 PER YEAR) FROM A TRADITIONAL OR ROTH IRA. SUCH A 

DONATION CAN REDUCE YOUR TAXABLE INCOME WHILE BENEFITTING THE MUSEUM. YOU MUST TELL YOUR IRA ADMINISTRATOR TO 

TRANSFER YOUR GIFT DIRECTLY TO THE MUSEUM FROM YOUR TRADITIONAL OR ROTH IRA ACCOUNT. 

OR 

GO TO KATAHDINCRUISES.COM/ PRESERVE-THE-KATE TO MAKE A KEEP KATE CRUISING CAMPAIGN GIFT SE-

CURELY ONLINE; REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM THE MUSEUM BY CALLING 207-695-2716 OR 

EMAIL LIZ MCKEIL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT LMCKEIL@MMMK8.ORG; SPEAK TO A MEMBER OF THE CAMPAIGN 

COMMITTEE; OR SCAN THE QR CODE HERE.  
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Volunteers Are the Heart of  an Organization 

Volunteer Anne Holden & Galley Assistant 

Tanya Reid-Lindo at Kateõs 110th Birth-

day Party. 

Volunteer Jill Sisco and Deck Hand Greg 

Sisco all decked out for the Pirate Cruise. 

According to the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau, the State of 

Maine has the fourth high-

est rate of volunteerism in 

the country.  Moosehead 

Marine Museum has always 

been blessed with a strong 

contingent of people who 

give of their time and ener-

gy to advance our mission. 

Our Board of Directors 

devote dozens of hours 

each year attending meet-

ings and events.  

Our fundraising committee 

has been active since 

2022, meeting every two 

to three weeks, organizing 

events, sending out mailings 

and meeting with individu-

als to secure approximate-

ly $1.6 million in gifts and 

pledges toward our goal 

of $2 million. 

The Moosehead Lake Yacht 

Club recruits a large group 

of volunteers each year 

who visit the museum every 

Friday to tend to our gar-

dens.  

This year, Jill Sisco and 

Anne Holden joined us 

weekly to assist in the ticket 

office, museum and aboard 

the Kate. And on the Kate, 

Ginger Ouelette volun-

teered as deck hand 

aboard evening cruises,  

easing our staffing short-

age significantly. Without 

them all, we really would 

have been in a bind.  

If you encounter any of 

these people while you are 

out and about, we hope 

you will join us in thanking 

them for their devotion to 

the museum and the Kate 

and for giving generously 

of their time to ensure that 

our guests have a great 

experience. They truly are 

the heart of this organiza-

tion. 

IN LOVING MEMORYé   

IN 2024, WE REMEMBER NANCY WATLER & BILL HUNTER, SPECIAL FRIENDS OF THE KATAHDIN. 

Volunteer Charlie Carter takes a short break 

with crew member Ray Giroux. 

±ĈûĥĂġÙÙė ěġÁġěϝ 

¶ слΦт āìûûìĈĂ ÁÕĥûġě ĔÙė 

ķÙÁė ĂÁġìĈĂÁûûķ 

¶ нр҈ Ĉã ıĈāÙĂ Ϩ нм҈  

Ĉã āÙĂ İĈûĥĂġÙÙė 

¶ мс-мт ķÙÁė ĈûÕě éÁİÙ 

ġéÙ éìäéÙěġ ėÁġÙ Ĉã 

İĈûĥĂġÙÙėìĂä 

¶ ²ĈāÙĂ İĈûĥĂġÙÙė ĈĂ 

ÁİÙėÁäÙ н éĈĥėě ĔÙė 

ÕÁķ ÁĂÕ āÙĂ İĈûĥĂπ

ġÙÙė ÁėĈĥĂÕ нΦр éĈĥėě 

ĔÙė ÕÁķ 

¶ ±ĈûĥĂġÙÙėìěā ãÙûû Õĥėπ

ìĂä ġéÙ ĔÁĂÕÙāìÏ Îĥġ ìě 

ėÙÎĈĥĂÕìĂä 

ϝYǊƛǎǝƴŜ 9ƴǎƻǊ Ǿƛŀ 5ƻƴƻǊōƻȄΦƻǊƎ 
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òThere was another steam-

boat race Tuesday.  The 

Rebecca and the Katahdin 

left Greenville at about the 

same time.  The smaller 

boat was on its regular trip 

and the bigger one had on 

board a big load of excur-

sionists from down the river.  

The Katahdin got off first 

and the Rebecca followed 

post haste.  The result is in 

doubt, both sides claiming 

a victory. 
 

ôWe started out,õ says 

Capt. Capen of the Rebec-

ca, ôsome distance behind 

the Katahdin and we start-

ed in to overhaul her, with 

20 miles of lake before us.  

I am under the personal 

impression that we gave 

the big boat about the 

hardest rub she ever had, 

and that hereafter, Capt. 

Robinson better have more 

respect for the 

òkindergarten class,ó as he 

terms the smaller boats on 

the lake.  But for trouble 

with our engine we would 

have gone past aflying.  

The valves of the vacuum 

pump was out of order and 

we were only able to get 

15 inches of vacuum where 

we usually have 25.  This 

made us lose steam when 

we pushed the boat at full 

speed.  We lost 30 pounds 

of steam every time we 

did, which made us slow up 

after a certain distance; 

and we could only hold the 

Katahdin even until we 

were able to get the steam 

back.  But for that the 

Katahdin would have had 

something to think about.  It 

was very funny to see the 

Katahdin crew trimming the 

ship by shifting the crowd 

Another Steamboat RaceñSeptember 22, 1900  

about so that they could 

get the utmost speed.õ 
 

Capt. Robinson and Engi-

neer John Coombs of the 

Katahdin, deny that there 

was a race. ôWe had the 

excursionists and the Dover 

band on board,õ says Engi-

neer Coombs, ôand I 

thought the Rebecca want-

ed to keep abreast of us so 

that they could hear the 

music.  We delayed our 

trip to let them do this.  

Once or twice when it 

looked as if the Rebecca 

was trying to get ahead, 

Iõd just let her out for a 

little ways to show them 

that they werenõt in our 

class.  Itõs funny to see the 

little boats of the lake 

chasing after the Katahdin 

and expecting her to slow 

up and delay the trip so 

that it can be called a 

ôrace.õ 
 

ôMoney talks, and weõve 

got it to any amount that 

says the Katahdin can 

steam clear around any of 

the smaller steamboats on 

the lake.  If they really 

think they can beat us and 

for a moment, I donõt be-

lieve they think they can, 

why the only thing to do is 

to put up or shut up. 
 

ôNothing would please us 

better than to have this 

question settled for all time.  

Itõs very annoying to have 

the boats laying for us all 

the way up the lake, and 

itõs very funny to see their 

desperate attempts to 

catch up.õó 

 

-originally printed in the 

1982 MMM Newsletter 

The Katahdin I in the early 1900s.  Built in 1896, burned 

on May 13, 1913, she was 111õ long and 28õ at the 

beam. 

The Rebecca (left) and the Fairy of the Lake (right) in 

1886.  The Rebecca was built in 1881 and owned by 

John H. Eveleth. 



 

у 

                               Moosehead Marine Museum 

The 2024 Cruising Season in Review 

Captain Rocky Rockwell teaching young passengers aboard the 

Kate. Thank you to passenger Will H. for submitting this photo. 

Anne Holden and Judi Rowell are our first members of the 

Whistleblowersõ Club! Members who donate $1000 to the Keep 

Kate Cruising Campaign get to blow Kateõs whistle and receive 

a Whistleblowersõ Club T-shirt! 

Crew members Tom Theriault and Ashley Bussell rescue òOscaró 

during the òman overboard drilló at our June Shakedown cruise. 

Captains Randy Gartley and Matt Kane ready 

the anchor during a Shakedown cruise drill. 
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Thank you to passenger William S. for submitting this photo of 

passengers disembarking the Kate! 

A guest òCaptainó aboard the Kate!  Passengers are invited 

to visit the wheelhouse mid-cruise and take a turn piloting 

the Katahdin.  Photo by Casuarina Arute/222 Media.  
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MMM Board Members, friends and crew celebrate aboard the 

Kate at her 110th birthday party! 

Longtime MMM friends and donors Jock Moore & Cathy  

Sweetser enjoy a fall wedding aboard the Katahdin. 

Thank you for a great cruising season! 
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The Katahdinõs First-Ever Pirate Cruise 

Operations Manager Jennifer Aucoin 

& Captain Randy Gartley  
Executive Director Liz McKeil 

Captain Randy Gartley &  

Volunteer Ginger Ouelette 

Engineer Tom Theriault & 

Volunteer Jill Sisco 


